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But the Lord is waiting to be gracious to you, 
the Exalted One, to take pity on you, 
for the Lord is a God of fair judgement; 
blessed are all who hope in him.
Yes, people of Zion living in Jerusalem, 
you will weep no more. 
He will be gracious to you when your cry for help rings out; 
as soon as he hears it, he will answer you.
When the Lord has given you the bread of suffering
    and the water of distress, 
he who is your teacher will hide no longer, 
and you will see your teacher with your own eyes.
Your ears will hear these words behind you, 
‘This is the way, keep to it,’ 
whether you turn to right or left.
Then moonlight will be bright as sunlight 
and sunlight itself be seven times brighter 
– like the light of seven days in one –
on the day the Lord dresses his people’s wound 
and heals the scars of the blows they have received.

Isaiah 30:18-21, 26
God will forgive

Tuesday of Advent II

The link between the word of judgement, inescapable in 
the Advent theme, and the hope of a new dawn, is the 
message of forgiveness. The proclamation of forgiveness 
had its first expression in the words of the prophet.

For the Hebrews of the exile, the words of Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel had brought a message of judgement and 
condemnation for the sins and failings of the nation. Ezekiel, 
though, had also brought a vision of the people restored 
and renewed. The people could not work themselves into 
God’s favour to gain this renewal. The initiative would come 
from God in an act of forgiveness. So it was that the model 
was created that would come to fullness and perfection in 
the cross of Christ.


