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Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the existence of realities that 
are unseen. It is for their faith that our ancestors are acknowledged.

It is by faith that we understand that the ages were created by a word from God, so that from 
the invisible the visible world came to be.

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that was the inheritance 
given to him and his descendants, and that he set out without knowing where he was going. By 
faith he sojourned in the Promised Land as though it were not his, living in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. He looked forward to the well-founded 
city, designed and built by God. It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the 
age, was made able to conceive, because she believed that he who had made the promise was 
faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one man, and one who already had the mark of 
death on him, descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven and the grains of sand on the 
seashore which cannot be counted.

All these died in faith, before receiving any of the things that had been promised, but they 
saw them in the far distance and welcomed them, recognising that they were only strangers 
and nomads on earth. People who use such terms about themselves make it quite plain that 
they are in search of a homeland. If they had meant the country they came from, they would 
have had the opportunity to return to it; but in fact they were longing for a better homeland, 
their heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, since he has 
founded the city for them.

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

… descendants as numerous as the grains of sand on the seashore which cannot be counted

2nd Sunday in Lent

The letter to the Hebrews belongs in time close to the writing 
of John’s gospel, both written in the last decade of the century. 
Hebrews and John come out of different circumstances and 
their communities may not have been aware of one another’s 
existence. Yet they share much in common. John’s community 
was a deeply troubled one, torn by doubt and conflict and 
had suffered much. The community to which Hebrews was 
addressed was similarly troubled and disillusioned. John 
wrote his gospel to rally faith in Jesus and that is what the 
preacher behind this text was aiming to do. Each writer 
produced radically different models for interpreting Jesus and 
his work. Both models were original and creative reworking of 
the inherited tradition. These verses from chapter 11 are the 
most frequently quoted from Hebrews because, for us and our 
cultural perspectives, most of the rest of the book is virtually 
incomprehensible except to the well-informed scholar. For 
all that, Hebrews has exercised a powerful influence on the 
tradition over the centuries. Today, its most effective influence 
may come from the template it provides for generating 
radically new models with which to express our faith in  a time 
of changing culture and circumstances.


