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In a short time you will no longer see me,  
and then a short time later you will see me again.

Then some of his disciples said to one another, ‘What does he mean, “In a short time you will 
no longer see me, and then a short time later you will see me again,” and, “I am going to the 
Father”? What is this “short time”? We don’t know what he means.’ Jesus knew that they wanted 
to question him, so he said, ‘You are asking one another what I meant by saying, “In a short 
time you will no longer see me, and then a short time later you will see me again.”

‘In all truth I tell you,  
you will be weeping and wailing  
while the world will rejoice;  
you will be sorrowful,  
but your sorrow will turn to joy.  
A woman in childbirth suffers,  
because her time has come;  
but when she has given birth to the child  
she forgets the suffering  
in her joy that a human being has been born into the world.  
So it is with you:  
you are sad now,  
but I shall see you again,  
and your hearts will be full of joy,  
and that joy no one shall take from you. 

That joy no one shall take from you is the punch line of these 
verses. John’s community had suffered much over the years. 
It had probably been expelled from the synagogue and this 
would have been painful, as our current experiences of strain 
and division in the church community are demonstrating. 
Sadness, sorrow, pain and grief would all have been 
experienced then just was we experience them today. These 
words, written at the end of the century, grounded the 
community’s faith in the enduring relationship with Jesus that 
brings joy. Just as nothing can separate the people from Jesus 
if they remain faithful, so nothing can take their joy from them.

Christians are not immune from trouble: family strife, economic 
loss, death of loved ones, failure of effort, disillusionment at 
unfulfilled wishes, being caught up in global and national 
tides: Christians are subject to them all. Being Christian may  
indeed serve to intensify and sharpen troubles to the extent 
that we may care more and have a greater vision of a world 
as it ought to be. The toughest challenge we face is in finding 
and maintaining inner joy into the midst of this tumult. Only 
a firm faith in the presence of Jesus the grace-giver is able to 
sustain that joy.
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